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Dear Fam.i.ly, July 18, 1995 

Anot.her rnonth laboring to sen our h()w.,~. Sherle.ne's first break from school in abt. two years 
is not nlllch of a break. She has been fll0SUy at or ncar the phone, as we advertised heavily in 
New Jcr~cy- and had some n1f1:jor ads in NYC papers too. Too Inany local responses were "No 
thanks" to North Maple Avenue as one of Ba,skhlg Ridge~s main thoroughfares. This once 
country road gives a worse inlpre.ssion currently because another fllain road in town is closed for 
c.onst.ruction. 

Between phone. calls, Sberlene bas been spending full days at the keyboard, entering faJnily 
history , She is up to 12~OOO naJne·s in her PAF database. 

Sherlene. sub:;titutcd the last two weeks in our gospel do~trine Sunday School c.lass. She used 
the video S~nday showing the last supper \ (}ethsemane and crucifixlon. Powerful1 The 
authentic., graphic portrayal js perhaps guilty of understatement dictated by brcyHy. We should 
use thcse New Testan1cnt videos froln om' ward library more often to supplement and illustrate 
our lessons anti study. 

Besides this, Sh.crlene'~ received a bo'Unu coPy of some of her nlissionary experiences, as 
publish.ed hy BYU~s Redd Center for Western History as part of an oral history 1 interview 
proje.ct focusing on WOll1en l11issionaries of that tiloe period. 

Dan spent ten days in Ne.w Je.rsey ~ first seeing the rent.ers off as they nloved to the Boston area 
and then going to work. It was not too bad for a first NJ visIt in lllore than 2-1/2 years. The 
renters were very good inside. Still, there was Dl11Ch touc.h up of paint and grouting insid~md 
plenty or work outside-~putting down weed and feed for 1 aere, weeding, pruning and triInll1ing 
2-1/2 years worth shrub overgrowth (whkh fortunately restrained weed growth), and deck 
renewal and fe-sealing. The unplanned replacenlent of an attic fan took two da.ys (nlainly 
chasing around to find the right solution--manuFacturcr redesign ruled out sinlple motor 
replaCClncnt) . 

Besides the work, Dan put up Sale and Open House signs and packed a cordlctis phone. 
answering the phone and showing the h{)u~c while workitlg. E~pecially fun when swcat-ch'cnched ' ," , 
or in the niddle of painting! 

It was great to stay with John and Winnie Stobaeus at night, ell:joy their fricndshlp~ and sl~.ep in 
a real bed. They are in their 801 s and were packing, th~nlsc1ves~ for their move to Flolida. It 
was also good to see neighbors and wonde:rful to exchan,ge hug8 with the lncmbers of our now 
split North Branch Ward an.d lhe new Hillsborough Branch. The fllembers have their church 
work and Inissionary work cut out and are valiantly tioing ill 

I dropped Sornc daylilies I had potted at Cy and Louise Deverys~, Presbyterian friends in Basking 
Ridge. She Inade nle sit down to share the spiritual blessing she had felt through Sherlene's and 
our friendship and especially through her re~ent bout with cancer. An extra good spirit was there 
as we talked. She is so grateful for her healing, or at least respile~ and is asking the Lord what 
he wants her to do . One insight led to another. She has wondered for years how God would 
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reconcjte the differing Christian group~, ~lnce Christ is utliversal~·-not to. n1cntion the tn~joril'y 
t ~ t have not known of Christ. I think she'll read Pres. J. F. Slnith's vision of the spirit.world. 
I'm sending her Michael BalJanl's tape.s on music and healing and probably the book, Return 
frotH Tomorrow. As we parted, she gave file it houk for SherIcne t11c·ir pastor is using for 
sutnmcr scnllons. It's caned Seven Habits of Hi~hly Effective Pooplc_ Yes, by St.eve Covey, 
for whom She.r1ene once baby-sat. Everylhing in our conversation seelned to COlne full circle. 

I needed and was blessed with a triple Hlifade rnakin~ the plane back. An hour bchin.o, I was 
the only one on the Budget Rental Car hus. and a great young black woman driver navigated 
through airport traffic wHh extra help. I gave her a tip aud tlly Book of Mormon. Out of pure 
helpfulness, a black woman skycap ordered a boy to give me a luggage cart he was sitting in 
outsjde the airport, rvc never seen a luggage carl at that airport before, at least available for 
people to use. And then a couple of wonlcn at the ticket / luggage check in counter saw Ole 

through ins .. anOy and nliraculously . I ended up nex.t to a wonderful black. couple from Hmnpton, 
V A. on their way to Houston for treatlllcnt of his newly discovered lymphollla I leukemia. She 
readily accepted illy offer to send her a copy of the Book of Monnon. 

It was good to be in NJ and eI\joy the lush, green lanuscape, towering oaks and nlaples, counlry 
roads , and people. It's also. good to be getting back to nornlal life here. However, after a 
lnidnight. arrival here., I received a next-morning call rrom a BYU Stake President Alan Ashton. 
A BYU high council caning wiH be a totally new experie.nce for Ine and certainly a tilne for 
prayer. Sherlene, is planning to visit the BYU wan.l(s) and stake with lne. 

Dan.i. :::1 and Laura are in the Iniddle. of SUlluner ternI anu working a bit on the side. Daniel is in 
an English Bible Lit course and Biblical Hebrew and working for a religion profe,ssor (1 think) 
on SOflle research. Laura has Social Work classes and does sorne ushering at the Marriott 
Center. L<t.ura had an interesting class outing to tllt! state ptison whe.re she experienced 
presentations from innH1tes in abuser I Inole~ter pfognun~. Danie.! took a weekend outing to 
Yellowstone. Laura took an earlier outing with friends to Moab. 

Jf we can. get the house sold, we rnay ta.ke another overnighter--a little Shakespeare I southern 
Utah brcak-~like we did last year. Shcrlt!nc is also hoping (0 attend BYU~s early August fatuity 
history conference. We continue to pray and ask your prayers for our house sale, as well as for 
other extended family ne.eds. 

All OUf Love.! I)an, Sherlene, Daniel, and Laura 


